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CHALLENGING POVERTY BY MOVING TOWARDS GLOBAL 

TRADE JUSTICE! 

Why do we support Fairtrade and oppose TTIP? 

The Westminster Justice and Peace Commission continues its efforts to encourage parishes and 

schools in the Diocese to register with CAFOD and the Fairtrade Foundation to get recognition as 

Fairtrade institutions.  In committing to some very simple steps: having a Fairtrade Policy, using 

and selling Fairtrade products, taking part in Fairtrade Fortnight each year and developing an    

understanding of the impact of Fairtrade among their constituents, we aim to bring our schools 

and parishes to support Fairtrade.  In so doing we will join the more than 320 Fairtrade towns, 

4,000 Fairtrade churches, 37 Fairtrade synagogues, 60 Fairtrade universities and a network of 

schools nationwide whose purpose is to ensure trade justice for our brothers and sisters in the 

developing world as they strive to achieve a sustainable development and enhances their right to a 

decent and dignified livelihood which develops their potential. 

In buying Fairtrade products we begin to redress some of the injustices which keep the poorest of 

our world poor. Our decision to buy Fairtrade products supports an initiative which gives a just 

wage to workers, some safeguards against crisis for farmers organised into Fairtrade collectives 

and a safety net to protect them against hazards of the market and/or climate.  Through the           

provision of the Fairtrade Premium, our commitment to Fairtrade also offers these communities a 

sum of money with which to embark on  social projects to enhance the lives of their                                 

communities.  Fairtrade farming communities agree collectively on how to use this - some uses 

include building schools and health centres,  investing in transport for their produce, investing in  

mechanisation and training their members so they can become more independent and sustain 

their own development.  In supporting Fairtrade we fulfil our commitments to  

Catholic Social Teaching. 

“Everyone should be able to draw from work the means of 

providing for his life, and that of his    family and of serving 

the human community” 

Para 2428 The Catechism of the Catholic Church. 

SUPPORT  

FAIRTRADE AND  

CHALLENGE  

TTIP! 



NEW CHALLENGES TO GLOBAL TRADE JUSTICE 
The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) 

TTIP is a major new trading deal being negotiated behind closed doors between the European Union and the United States of 

America.  Although TTIP has been marketed as the answer to the recession in the USA and EU, it is an agreement which aims to 

primarily enhance the profitability of businesses, particularly transnational corporations, and TTIP has serious consequences 

for workers in these two areas of the world and those we trade with.  TTIP is fundamentally undemocratic since the trade deal 

is being negotiated without public transparency or consent.  Contrary to resolving the problems ordinary people face as a     

result of the recession, it is estimated that TTIP will cost at least 1 million jobs, undermine our most treasured public services 

and lead to a ‘race to the bottom’ in food, environmental and labour standards. For the first time too, TTIP will allow US      

companies to sue European governments in special courts should they make policies which damage their business interests 

and profits!  Effectively the main goal of TTIP, by the admission of its own negotiators, is to remove regulatory ‘barriers’ 

which restrict the potential profits to be made by transnational corporations on both sides of the Atlantic. Yet these 

‘barriers’ are in reality some of our most prized social standards and environmental regulations, such as labour rights, food 

safety rules (including restrictions on GMOs), regulations on the use of toxic chemicals, digital privacy laws and even new 

banking safeguards introduced to prevent a repeat of the 2008 financial crisis.  

How will this work? 

 Deregulation - TTIP will remove prized regulations (they call them “barriers”) we have in place in Europe at the  moment 

which protect social standards and environmental regulations such as labour rights, food safety rules (including ge-

netically modified organisms - GMO’s) and those relating to the use of toxic chemicals, digital privacy laws and even 

new banking safeguards introduced to prevent a repeat of the 2008 financial crisis.  The USA’s regulatory system is far 

less stringent than ours and deregulation will bring us into line with them rather than the other way round. 

 Privatisation -  TTIP will boost corporate profits by opening up public services and government contracts to the  private 

sector and ‘locking in’ privatisations that have already happened.  Until now these areas of our lives have been protect-

ed from exploitative business contracts but TTIP will put and end to this.  Health services, water provision and environ-

mental services as well as education provision are intended to be incorporated into TTIP.  And once any of these move 

into private hands, the process will be irreversible!  No hope of a return to current provisions, even if                                    

Governments and governmental policies change! 

 Corporate Courts - TTIP will grant US companies a new power to sue any future governments in corporate courts for the 

loss of profits which results from their decisions.  This ‘Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) mechanism                 

threatens to undermine the most basic principles of democracy—our elected Governments will have to bow to                        

decisions made by Courts which are not subject to the rule of law!  There are already many cases which demonstrate 

how treaties such as TTIP are used to undermine Government and democratic control.  

 The Environment - at this crucial time before December 2015 when governments are to meet in Paris to talk about how 

to keep CO2 emissions low, it is estimated that TTIP will have a devastating impact on greenhouse gas emission, leading 

to irreversible climate change.  The European Commission has openly acknowledged that TTIP will further  intensify 

pressure on the environment, as “every scenario” for future EU-US trade under TTIP will increase the production, con-

sumption and international transfer of goods. In respect of greenhouse gas emissions, the Commission states that its 

preferred outcome from TTIP will add an extra 11 million metric tons of CO2 to the atmosphere,  challenging the EU’s 

own emission reduction commitments under the Kyoto Protocol.  

 Impact on other areas of  world trade - Negotiators involved in TTIP say that it will set the standard for ALL future trade 

and investment rules across the world.  This means that TTIP will enshrine the rights of transnational corporations over 

and above the needs of our peoples and our planet—FOREVER!   

WE CANNOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN! 

It is our duty to protect the democratic and just rights of all peoples in the Global North and South against these exploitative 

practices which guarantee profits for the rich and powerful at the expense of further poverty and injustice for the rest of us. 

Millions of people in Europe have begun to challenge TTIP by signing the European Citizens’ Initiative petition and lobbying 

their MPs and MEPs.  As Catholics, we must join with all those who seek justice and peace 

by opposing this unjust trading initiative!      

 

 

 

 

 

https://stop-ttip.org/ 


